
i Pal:'l'Rhein~chmidt~I~r!yG'ooseSeasonResolution.doc Page 1]

31()/ {)6

Early G..se Season Resolution
The Problem:

The early goose season is designed to place harvest pressure on resident geese building up in
urbanized areas of the state. The hunting of these geese on the Mead-McMillan Wildlife Area is
counter productive to this objective and reduces the potential for waterfowl build-up on this major
waterfowl area. Normal migrant build-up takes place from mid-to late September and the
continual pressure from early season goose hunting reduces stop over activity and pre-regular
season buildup. Traditionally, migrating waterfowl found refuge over the entire work unit, set up
feeding and roosting patterns and attracted new birds coming into the area. With continual
hunting pressure during this early period, this tradition has been broken thus adversely affecting
the abilityof the property to hold waterfowl and sustain hunting opportunity throughout the season.

Whereas, the early goose season is designed to reduce resident goose populations in more
urbanized areas of the state and

Whereas, this season does not reach that objective on the Mead and McMillanWildlife Areas and

Whereas, the early goose season negatively affects the use and build-up of waterfowl during the
mid to late September period on these major wildlifeareas and

Whereas, this negative impact ultimately affects the overall use and retention of waterfowl on
these major properties during the regular waterfowl season,

BE IT RESOLVED, the Conservation Congress at its annual meeting held in Your County on
April, 10,2006, recommends that the Department of Natural Resources take action to correct this
situationby introducingrulechanges that the Mead-McMillanWildlifeareas be excluded from the
early goose season.
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